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The Lakeland Lectures are a forum for researchers, students and members of the public to discuss contemporary issues 
affecting Japan. Lakeland College has offered a U.S.-accredited liberal arts program in Tokyo since 1991. Lakeland’s 
main campus is in Wisconsin, USA and was founded in 1862.

Location:  5-7-12 Shinjuku, Shinjuku-ku, Tokyo, 1st Floor
See www.lcjapan.com/lectures for map; Tel: 03-3225-0425

S P E A K E RS P E A K E R

Lakeland College is pleased to present our ongoing 
lecture series, free of charge, for scholars, students 
and members of the public to discuss contemporary 
issues. You are cordially invited to our next lecture.

Mature Manga
An Under-appreciated 
Form of Comic

劇
画

Mature manga - Despite manga being such a well known part of Japa-
nese culture, and widely spread outside of Japan, the more mature, 
sophisticated style stories remain under-appreciated. This lec-

ture will look at the origin of the mature style manga known as ‘gekiga’ 
from the 1950’s. largely forgotten in Japan itself, It means ‘dramatic 
pictures’, stories focusing on more personal and realistic styles. The 
best known example is ‘Golgo 13’, but has it origins in the work of Tat-
sumi, Matsumoto and Tsuge. It will also show a modern manifestation of 
mature manga in English, in the shape of the critically acclaimed collec-
tion ‘AX:alternative manga’, and the recently launched line of mature man-
ga from Kodansha International, such as ‘Hagakure:the manga edition’.

Originally from Scotland, Sean Michael Wilson now lives and works in Japan. He 
has written over a dozen comic books for a variety of US, UK and Japanese pub-
lishers. Currently he is writing books for the Tokyo publisher Kodansha In-
ternational, and his manga have been published in the mobile-phone format in Ja-
pan. He is also the editor of the critically acclaimed collection ‘AX:alternative 
manga’(one of Publishers Weekly’s ‘Best ten books of 2010’). 


