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In a remarkably short time the Islamic State (IS) has emerged from the turmoil and 
instability of Syria and Iraq, distinguishing itself through horrific acts of violence and 
remarkable successes on the battlefield. Human rights abuses such as mass executions 

of innocent people, intentional attempts to inflame sectarian tensions, and widespread sexual 
violence have quickly identified IS as a brutal and ruthless actor. In Japan interest in IS has 
grown following the executions of Haruna Yukawa and Kenji Goto. One year has now passed 
since IS proclaimed the establishment of a new caliphate, but the international community 
still remains at a loss over what to do. In this context, the purpose of this talk is to reflect on 
how great a threat IS poses, considering how unique or new a problem it represents, and how 
outside actors – including Japan – should respond.
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