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S P E A K E RS P E A K E R

Lakeland College is pleased to present our 
ongoing lecture series, free of charge, 
for scholars, students and members of the 
public to discuss contemporary issues. You 
are cordially invited to our next lecture.

Parental Abduction in Japan
The Current Status and Future Prospects

This presentation will look at the current state of parental child abduction 
in Japan, defining what parental child abduction is, and the current state 
of the issue in international relations and international law and Japanese 

domestic law. The presentation will explain some of the underlying problems in 
resolving this issue, including the issues  of  domestic violence (DV), and false 
charges of DV as a tool to hide abducted children from the left-behind parent. 
Finally we will take a brief look at the current movement to help Japan move 
forward in signing on to and ratifying the Hague Convention and the progress 
being made with the Japanese Diet in revising the domestic family law in Japan.

Steve Christie is an adjunct professor at Waseda University and Meiji University. He first 
came to Japan in 1982, and has lived in Okinawa, Nara and Tokyo for over 15 years. He stud-
ied Asian Studies at the University of California at Berkeley and Social Science at the Uni-
versity of Chicago. Having himself been a victim of Parental Child Abduction both as a child 
and as a parent, he has been actively  working for five years with both the American and the 
Japanese governments to bring an end to parental child abduction in Japan.
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