
The Lakeland Lectures are a forum for researchers, students and members of the public to discuss 
contemporary issues affecting Japan. Lakeland College has offered a U.S.-accredited liberal arts program 

in Tokyo since 1991. Lakeland’s main campus is in Wisconsin, USA and was founded in 1862.

Location:  5-7-12 Shinjuku, Shinjuku-ku, Tokyo, 1st Floor
See www.lcjapan.com/lectures for map; Tel: 03-3225-0425

The March 11, 2011 disaster wreaked havoc on Japan’s northeast coastline and 
exposed much of the country’s political and business power structure to harsh 
scrutiny. But the disaster also brought out the heroism of ordinary Japanese, from 

the firefighters and nuclear workers who bravely fought to bring the nuclear crisis under 
control, to the many people who risked their lives to save others. David McNeill’s co-
authored book, Strong in the Rain, briefly followed the lives of six people who lived 
through the disaster, including the mayor of the closest city to the Daiichi plant and an 
American teacher who helped rescue his drowning students.  Three years after 3.11, where 
are these ordinary people, and what has Japan learned from its worst postwar disaster? 

Dr. David McNeill is a journalist and academic who writes for The Economist, London Independent, 
Irish Times, and Japan Times newspapers. He is co-author of an acclaimed book on survivors of Japan’s 
2011 disaster, Strong in the Rain. He has reported from across Asia, including North and South Korea, 
Vietnam, Thailand, and Indonesia and his work has appeared in The New York Times, Newsweek, 
Chicago Tribune, and on the BBC and CBC. He is a coordinator of the e-journal Japan Focus, and 
a long-standing member of the Foreign Correspondents’ Club of Japan.  He also teaches media and 
politics at Sophia University. 
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